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Abstract    
In this article, considering the importance of sense of place in designed space, it has been 
mainly tried to reach to a brief analysis of the concept of sense of place form different perspectives, 
its fundamental factors, components, principles and paradigms related to sense of place in first 
Pahlavi era, by using library and documentary research and related documents. The overall purpose 
of this research is surveying how the components of sense of place appeared in housing architectural 
elements of this era. In this regard, four sample cases have been surveyed by the method of 
phenomenological recognition and with historical analysis approach. These remnants have been 
surveyed according to the parameters such as defection removal, regular arrangement, 
3)symmetrical structure, decoration, spiritual influence, harmony, and appropriate vocabulary 
arrangement. The results of survey show that in first Pahlavi era, by organizing the spaces according 
to the past architecture and also coordination and correlation with surrounding environment, there 
are still components in these buildings that again create some sense of place in relation to these 
buildings in human. Considering the main achievement of this article, it is essential to mention that 
from physical point of view some environment owning specific and distinct character is more 
successful in the creation of sense of place.  
Keywords: sense of place, housing, sense of place components, Pahlavi era, Tabriz 
Introduction   
Tabriz city is one of the most important and historical cities of Iran that its history dates back 
to pre-Islam times (Soltanzadeh, 1997). After Tehran, this city is the residence center of Qajar 
crown-princes and is the second prosperous city of the country in terms of possessing the old houses 
and is one of the most important cities of the country because it’s located on the Silk Road; and also 
its proximity with the neighboring countries, because of its special geographical-political situation, 
have been leading to importance and political, economic and religious booming of this city in 
different historical periods (Minoresky, 1967,p.3). Most of the historical contexts in the city were 
standing until beginning of the last decade. But “in Pahlavi era, some proceedings were done that 
transformed the traditional appearance of Tabriz city to the present form and the first action was 
construction of wide, straight and proper for car traffic streets”.(Ettelaat, 1926, p.3). Therefore, the 
constructions of streets caused fragmentation of urban fabric and change of urban activities and 
applications, disassembled organic communicational structure of the city and created streets with 
regular and straight linear geometry which is proper for car traffic. By entering the modernization 
process to Iran and alterations that took place in urban life in first Pahlavi era, the people’s lives in 
Iran changed to some extents. These changes caused contrast and conflict in previous norms and 
affected urban space skeleton and Iranian traditional architecture, and exposed to “Modern man” 
different structural patterns in terms of housing. Housing has been one of the human concerns at all 
stages of human life. Its formation in different periods of history reflects the time that human used to 
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live in the forest to the cave dwelling and instrument-making (instrumentation) time which was 
based on either physical or emotional needs of human (Pourdeihaimi, 2001, p.53). With 
development of human societies and people’s lifestyle and dwelling change, architects, designers 
and planners attended more to the quality of spaces and constructed environments, and the role of 
design has become more important as a tool to form the life environment and to meet human 
expectations and needs, and many researches have been conducted on how the environment 
contrasted and constructed space on human imaginations and behaviors so that when the human 
indwells and as a result confirms his existence in the world, he can become aware of himself 
(Rapaport, 1990). In architecture, involving space is one of the most fundamental elements of 
analysis and transformation of the society. Human beings often encounter the space actively and 
always deal with it. In this regard, the space will have identity for us since on the one hand we can 
treat it as an independent and objective being and on the other hand we ourselves also act and 
behave as an objective being in it. In such conditions, human even feels “identity” towards some 
object or space and assumes it as some part of his own “I” or the whole “WE” (Pakzad, 1996, p.102-
104). Therefore, humans by living in space make a continuous and reciprocal (mutual) relationship 
with it, they are fed of it and feed it, they are changed by it and change it, they move in that space 
and with this movement they create meaning in that space. They transform the components of the 
space to meaningful signs or add some signs to space form outside (Fokoohi, 2004, p.236). 
Residence can be considered as localization and authentication. Residence indicates creation of a 
meaningful connection between human and an assumed environment that this connection derives 
from trying to find identity that is the sense of belonging to a specific place. Therefore when the 
human indwells and as a result confirms his existence in the world, he can become aware of himself 
(Nornberg-sholtz, 2002, p.24). Amos Rapaport believes that human confirms his identity by 
indwelling (Rapaport, 1981, p.6). Since the sense of place is the relationship between human and 
place, this sense defends the beliefs and cultural concepts of people, local knowledge and folklore, 
social and cultural relations of the society in some specific place, and makes access to the identity 
and comfortable feeling of a person in an environment. It is an element that transforms a space to a 
place with specific sensory and behavioral characteristics for particular individuals. The purpose of 
this article is familiarizing the concept of sense of place in the phenomenological and scientific 
fields and its components in first Pahlavi era in Tabriz. So in this article in theoretical section, at 
first the research method and data analysis are explained, then by review of the literature of the field, 
different dimensions of sense of place are described. The appearance of sense of place components 
in Pahlavi era housing in sample cases are also studied and analyzed. 
Theoretical framework of the research 
The purpose of this study was to identify the components of a sense of place of Tabriz 
houses in the first Pahlavi era. Considering the historical basis, the approach of the present study is 
phenomenological identification of Tabriz houses. In this study, a qualitative research project has 
been used for the identification, description and understanding the identity of the first Pahlavi 
architecture. Descriptive method is used for discussing theoretical issues of the present research. 
Research tools include some library researches, websites and resources. Furthermore, it will be 
based on criteria and concepts with the help of which the researcher will be able to analyze the 
content of some invaluable works. In all processes of data collection, library researches, websites 
and available resources studies, data analysis and observations, will be comparative. Therefore, in 
order to promote better analyze the architecture, it should be noted to the physical system. Hence, in 
analyzing special terms, physical, perceptual and cognitive analysis has been reviewed and a general 
guideline has been specified. The terms including diversity, contrast, composition, proportion, order, 
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symmetry, spatial continuity, introversion, spatial coherence and reflection whose centrality led to 
the specification of the criteria needed for the physical content analysis of samples. These criteria 
are: 
1. Regular arrangement: A sign of beauty, and the placement of the element together with 
specific order and harmony. 
2. Harmony: Using anything with specific size indicates the precise and ordered geometry. 
Human proportions between different components of a building such as doors and.... 
3. Decoration: Using concepts such as balance, proportion and world beauty with these 
proportions. For example: brickwork. 
4. Symmetrical structure: indicates the balance, unity and appropriate distribution and 
optimization of facilities of the whole system. 
5. Appropriate Vocabulary arrangement: Determines the placement of appropriate words 
with an appropriate rhythm and tempo. 
6. Spiritual influence: Feeling spiritual greatness with absolute purity, influence by religious 
beliefs. That reflects its glory in a perfect perspective. 
7. Defection removal: getting away from defections and inconsistencies in world manifest in 
the nature and its elements and is analogous to paradise/heaven. 
Review and analysis of the samples will be on the basis of the abovementioned factors that 
are specified. This research is significant from several aspects: 
1. Unfortunately, not much comprehensive research has been conducted on the identification 
of the components of a sense of place in the houses of Tabriz in the first Pahlavi era and most of the 
researches, whether in the form of research projects or library research, are often limited to naming 
some features. 
2. Considering the lack of scientific research on this subject, this study will definitely be able 
to provide a framework for understanding the way architects and designers study the effect of 
architectural spaces. In order to achieve this goal, the following questions, purposes and hypothesis 
have been studied: 
Table 1.Questions, reasons, research hypotheses and their relationship  
 
 
Main research 
question 
What are the factors contributing to a sense of place in Tabriz houses during the 
first Pahlavi era? 
Minor research 
question 
1. Which characteristics of the first Pahlavi era houses increase the sense of 
attachment to a specific place?  
2. Is sense of place manifest in first Pahlavi era houses? 
Purpose 
1. Identification of factors leading to an increase in sense of place in first Pahlavi 
era houses 
2. Analysis of the components of a sense of place in the houses of the first Pahlavi 
in Tabriz 
Hypothesis 
1. Identifying patterns of spatial structure of Tabriz houses in first Pahlavi era, one 
can study those components that can give rise to a sense of place in the architecture 
of these houses. 
2. There are Special relations between elements, principles and physical structure of 
the first Pahlavi era houses.  
3. The houses of Tabriz in the first Pahlavi era have a special relations and physical 
structures. 
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Background of literature 
Literature section can be described by two key words of “sense of place” and “housing” in 
the behavioral sciences, psychology and history; some related published articles and books in this 
area will also be introduced. They include the following list: 
 "The architecture of the Pahlavi era,” by Parviz Rajabi was published in 1971 and studies 
the architecture in Pahlavi era.  
"The heritage of modern architecture”, written by Eskandar Mokhtari Taleghani (2010) , 
describes Pahlavi era buildings and “The contemporary architecture in Iran" by Amir Bani Masoud 
(2009) is about architecture in Qajar era which continually contrasts the tradition, modernity and 
architecture of Pahlavi era and architecture. In the book “Contemporary architecture style and 
principles” written by Vahid Ghobadian (2013), architecture and style of three periods of Qajar, 
Pahlavi and after Islamic revolution are reviewed. “Tabriz ancient houses” by Mohammadreza 
Keynejad and Mohammadreza Shirazi (2010) has made a physical analysis of Tabriz traditional 
houses by comparatively studying the houses. Mostafa Kiani’s book (2004) with the title of 
“Architecture in the First Pahlavi era” studies the changes undergone by the change in Thought and 
architectural styles of this era.  
"The spirit of the place (toward the phenomenology of architecture" by Christine Schultz 
Nuremberg (2009) provides basic guidelines toward Phenomenology in architecture; a theory that 
reasonably and objectively explains architecture. Some further articles, magazine and journals have 
also published some information about Pahlavi era architecture and sense of place during the last 
decades.  
Definitions of key terms 
Place 
In Oxford Dictionary, Place means “a situation, a specific area” (Oxford, 2003, p.960), and 
English Longman Dictionary defined place as “Any area, place, position or status in space” and “A 
point, particularly within a wider area”. (Longman, 2001, p.1072). However, by place we do not 
refer to the place itself we refer to different objects and different behaviors needed in different 
places. Place, is a part of the space that has acquired a particular identity through factors within 
space. (Grutr, 2004, p.138). From Norberg-Schulz's point of view, place is far more than an abstract 
space. It is a list of objects and real things made with materials, textures and a color; the 
combination of these elements defines the character of the environment. (Ansari et al, 2009, p.75).  
The main meaning of place is beyond the space provided, Above and beyond the community 
in which it occupies and beyond an artificial experience and worldly place. Although all of the 
aforementioned factors are necessary aspects of place, its true nature in experience or due to 
unconscious attention to place, it is defined as rich and deep center of human existence. (Relph, 
1976, p.43). "Place" as a matter of metaphysics exists in mind, and has specific implications and 
value that have acquired a specific and unique identity due to specific elements and factors.”Place” 
is in fact a space within which human being does exist. In other words, it is a phenomenon out of 
human and space combination.  
The structure of Place 
The structure of Place is not a fixed and everlasting state. Places are usually subject to 
change and sometimes this process of changing happens quickly. However, this does not mean that 
the spirit of the place necessarily changes or disappears. Moreover, the structure of Place appears in 
a form of environmental integrity that includes different aspects and nature of space. Such places are 
known as “countries”, “religions”, “landscapes”, “camps” and “buildings”. (nornberg-sholtz, 2009, 
p.27-33) 
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Sense of Place 
Scientific outlook at the phenomenon of human association with the place is not a new issue. 
Different perspectives in different disciplines including phenomenology, anthropology, 
Environmental psychology, architecture, sociology, geography and urban planning have offered 
different definitions for this term. (Hidalgo & Hernandez, 2003, p. 273) 
Table 2. Different definitions of sense of place from different scholars’ point of view regarding 
the aforementioned disciplines 
Sense of place can be conceived as a multidimensional construction representing beliefs, 
emotions and behavioral commitments concerning a particular geographic setting (Jorgensen, 2006). 
Sense of place in architecture is about context as well as the identity or unique characteristics of a 
building or space that create meaning for an occupant. Generally speaking, a sense of place can be 
derived by incorporating vernacular design elements, local materials and craftsmanship and 
connecting to the natural and cultural resources of a community. Sense of place has also been 
defined as people’s perceptions and experiences of an environment (Hummon,.Low, 1992, p.253-
278). 
Different types of sense of place 
Sense of place has different levels. Hummon mentions five types of sense of place including: 
ideological rootedness, unconscious rootedness, relative place, unfamiliarity whit the place, and 
placeless-ness (Hummon, 1992). Following Human, Jennifer Cross also defines sense of place as a 
combination of relative place with sense of presence in the community (Cross, 2001). Shamai 
determined three major - belonging to a place, place attachment and commitment toward a place 
stages. Shamai further categorized it into seven levels. These levels of sense of place, shows the 
application process of sense of place and includes the difference to space, awareness of being in a 
place, belonging and attachment to a place, unite with space goals, presence in space and sacrifice 
for the place (Shamai,1991). 
 
 
Theoretician/theorist Viewpoint 
Low 
Anthropologists 
Place attachment, is a symbolic link that is created by people and places and 
added an emotional and cultural implications to a certain space.(Altman & 
Low,1992) 
Croos 
Geographers 
“Topophilia is the affective bond between people and place or setting.” Such 
ties vary in intensity, subtlety, and mode of expression. Responses to the 
environment may be aesthetic, tactile, or emotional. (croos,2001) 
Steele 
Psychologists 
“Sense of Place: the particular experience of a person in a particular setting 
(feeling stimulated, excited, Joyous, expansive, and so forth).” (Steele, 1981).
Jackson 
Landscape Architects
“A sense of place is something that we ourselves create in the course of time. 
It is the result of habit or custom.... A sense of place is reinforced by what 
might be called a sense of recurring events.” (Jackson, 1994) 
Relph 
Phenomenologist 
Sense of place means interconnection to a place by means of understanding 
symbols and everyday activities. The sense can be created by individuals 
living places and expanded by the passage of time.(Relph, 1976). 
Hummon 
Sociologist 
Sense of place includes personal orientation to a place in which an 
understanding of place and individual’s feeling about that place is combined 
with the environment. 
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Attachment to a place 
Human, born at any time and place, establishes an interactive relationship with its 
surroundings to the level that on the one hand, he is attached to the environment and on the other 
hand the environment also affects his behavior. Human's relationship with the architectural space is 
a daily relationship that covers a major part of his life. Hence, architectural spaces have an unbroken 
relationship with life. As such, one of the aims of designers and architects should be to create a 
proportional relationship between the human body and its surroundings. To achieve this end, space 
creators should have a good understanding of human behavior in different environments, so that 
they can establish a stronger bond between people and places (Waxman, 2004, p. 9) 
This case emerged in psychological and social process setting between person and place and 
its results in place, sense and dependence (Green & Bonaiuto, 1999). This is raised from activities 
and interaction between human-place and human-human in a special place (Relph, 1976; Altman 
and Low, 1992). It is also raised by bilateral interaction of feelings, knowledge, believes and 
behaviors with especial place (Proshansky et al, 1983). Jacobs believes that place attachment is a 
profound deep feeling and states that this trait makes people to have a sense of belongingness when 
they come across a particular place. They assign a concept of “house” to that place. (Daneshparvar 
et al. 2009, p.39). However, attachment to a place is a personal issue and has a quality that is more 
obvious than the spirit of place. It is actually a more general aspect and a more subjective quality. 
(Steele,1981, p.36) 
Factors forming sense of place 
Sense of place is a subjective perception of people about their environment and their 
conscious feeling about places. Therefore, in literature review, it is clear that the factors which 
create a sense of place are divided into two main categories: cognitive and perceptual factors; 
physical characteristic (Steele, 1981).  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. Factors forming sense of place (Source: Researchers) 
Architecture in the first Pahlavi era 
With the beginning of the first Pahlavi era and the dynamic increase in importing modern 
products, the first signs of architectural evolution could gradually be seen in Iran, especially in 
Tehran, the capital city of Iran. This architectural evolution constituted a setting in the history of 
Iranian contemporary architecture which became known as the architecture of first Pahlavi era. 
(Haghir, 2008, p.66). Historically speaking, architecture in this area has been more prominent in 
comparison with Achaemenid and Sasanid era. From the standpoint of architecture, the elements 
that were mostly utilized or imitated were of two categories: First, Architectural elements such as 
columns in the building, capital, pillars, windows, stairs, portals, arches and openings; Second, 
Decorative elements such as relief carvings, sculptures, Roof Congresses, etc. For the first time in 
history, Iranian and Western architects of first Pahlavi era who constructed governmental, 
educational and industrial monuments faced with a historic choice. (Saremi, 1997, p.45). There are 
perception of place
Cognitive/ 
perceptual
Concepts decoded by an   
individual after the 
perception of place. 
(Flahat, 2006, p.62)
Physical Physical characteristics of the environment
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several architectural styles in this period, including: Ancient architectural style, it is ancient 
architectural elements with an absolutely emulative shape and size that were reconstructed and 
utilized afterwards. These elements were firstly used in public buildings and then people applied 
them for constructing their houses. (Kiani, 2004, p.6). Islamic architectural style; some of the 
constructions of the first Pahlavi era has come fully into contact with this style. In Islamic 
architecture, plastering, tiling, brickworks and traditional arches of entrances are influenced by 
Indian Qajarid style. (Rajabi & Mohammdai, 2010, p.24). Modern Architectural style; the first 
traces in Iran dates back to the late Reza Shah period and led to the development of Modernism. 
Architects who returned from abroad play an important role in the implementation of modern 
architecture in the years 1939 and many office buildings and residences were built in this style until 
late in 1959. (Pakdaman, 1997, p.624). 
Architectural structures of Tabriz Houses during the first Pahlavi era 
Most houses and governmental buildings and offices, were built in the modern style at the 
end of this era. Asymmetry in the entrance facade, with great simplicity, height and decoration 
removal are some of the most outstanding features of this era. Historicism in architecture and 
everything associated with it was set aside by the use of new materials, especially Cement, concrete 
structures, Having good ventilation and light; increase the level of Glass in a building, the use of 
geometric volumes, decoration removal and deployment of some new aesthetic rules became current 
during this period. (Pakdaman, 1997, p.624). It was in this era that elements and European 
decorations were introduced to the architecture of houses. Affecting facade decoration, it gradually 
entered into the interior spaces architecture, too. Space organization in this period is still according 
to Iranian models. Elements such as columned porch, capitals of European style, forms of doors and 
windows, inscriptions and portal forms, etc. were changed and got close to European shape and 
form. The facade is consistent with the order of plan. One of the striking features of this period is the 
placement of staircase in the main axis of the building. This period is indeed the period of 
eclecticism of Tabriz residential architecture. In this period the architecture of Tabriz showed an 
inclination towards imported elements. (BaniMasoud, 2012, p.176- 177). One of the distinguishing 
features of the architecture and some architectural spaces such as residential houses is their way of 
brickwork. In order to cover the surface of facade and to decorate, some of the buildings of Tabriz 
are decorated with ornamental brickworks. (Soltanzadeh, 1997, p.84-96). In Figure 2, the structure 
of the physical space of the first Pahlavi era houses in Tabriz is analyzed and Tables 3 to 6 analyze 
the Factors affecting the sense of place in the 4 sample houses in the first Pahlavi era in Tabriz. 
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Figure 2. Structural-physical space analysis of the first Pahlavi era houses in Tabriz (Source: 
Researchers) 
 
 
 
 
Constructed facades 
Building orientation 
adjacement 
porch 
Spaces along the axis 
Entrance placement area 
in comparison with major 
and minor axis 
stairs 
entrance 
Hashti 
Entrance hall 
Pond room 
Outer courtyard 
Along with major or minor direction 
Lateral aspects of major and minor
Not existent 
Immediate connection of passage with 
Using elements such as
Changing from octagonal to square 
Out of the main axis
Transformation 
Rectangular 
oval 
Sp
ace
 or
ga
niz
ati
on
 
North 
South 
Three dimensional 
Entrance hall 
Pond room
porch
Introvert 
Involving two or three windows 
rectangular 
Stretched over the direction  
of the min axis 
Out of the main axis 
Introvert 
Extravert 
stairs 
introvert 
extravert
Extravert 
Elimination or reduction of of
interior 
exterior 
introvert 
extravert 
South facade of the house 
squared 
Lower than internal ground floor 
Of one or two directions perpendicular to the constructed 
Along with the major axis
Three sides open 
introvert 
extravert
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Table 3. Studying factors influencing the sense of places in the Nishabouri house in Tabriz  
 
Buil
ding
factors Architectural elements Explanations 
plan facade Interior 
space 
ornam
ents 
materi
als 
pondFlower 
bed 
La
te p
ahl
ave
 er
a: N
ish
abo
uri
 ho
use
 ( K
ora
n c
ent
er)
 
Regular 
arrangement 
* * * * * * * 
Windows arrangement and brick 
false arches on southern facade, 
regular arrangements of flower beds 
and interior spaces along the main 
axis 
harmony 
* * - * * - * 
windows and brick false arches on 
the southern facade, stairs at the 
center of the southern facade, equal 
division of spaces in the main axis 
of building, brickwork and 
windows, colored brickwork 
decoration 
* * * - * * * 
Ceiling brick interior decoration, 
spring house, covered with vaulted 
brick and colorful brick 
decorations, colored brickwork, 
brick arches with the curved lines 
of the windows, pond and flower 
bed 
Symmetrical 
structure 
 * - * * * * 
Windows and Symmetrical brick 
false arches on the south facades, 
stairs on center of the south facade 
of the building wall, pond at the 
center of the courtyard 
Appropriate 
Vocabulary 
arrangement 
- - - - - - - 
 
Spiritual 
influence * - - - * * - 
Water is the origin of life and the 
cyan (turquoise) floor of the bond is 
a reflection of sky in the ground 
which leads to divine revelation. 
Defection 
removal 
_ _ _ _ _ * * 
The uses of natural elements like 
trees, water, flowers, plants, etc. in 
the courtyard are those sounds that 
have been precisely replaced in 
architectural context. 
images 
                     interior space             south facade            first floor plan     ground floor plan 
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Table 4. Studying factors influencing the sense of places in the Laleyi houses in Tabriz  
Source: Researchers 
Build
ing 
factors Architectural elements Explanations 
plan facade Interior 
space 
ornaments materialspondFlower 
bed 
La
te p
ahl
ave
 er
a: l
ale
yi 
ho
use
 
Regular 
arrangement
* * * * * * * 
regular arrangement of 
porch, spaces, windows, 
entrances, flower beds along 
the main axis, brick false 
arches on the south facade 
harmony 
* * - * * * * 
Brick false arches and 
Symmetrical porch with 
plastered columns and 
capital of south facade, pond 
and flower beds, spaces and 
windows placement. 
decorations 
- * - - * * * 
Capital and plastered 
columns, brick false arches 
on the east and west side of 
the yard, brick framing with 
sealed windows 
Symmetrical 
structure 
* * - * * * * 
Symmetrical porch with 
columns and plastered 
capital of the southern 
facade, symmetry in the yard 
and garden planning, brick 
false arches on the southern 
facade wall, symmetry in 
using brickwork, pond and 
flower bed 
Appropriate 
vocabulary 
arrangement
- - - - - - - 
 
Spiritual 
influence - - - - - * * 
Water when integrated with 
the image of green trees 
humans will have a feeling 
of joy and spiritual effects. 
Defection 
removal - - - - - * * 
Using natural elements such 
as trees, water, flowers, 
plants, etc. in the courtyard images 
                            porch             south facade              ground floor plan         basement plan
  
Special Issue on New Trends in Architecture, Civil Engineering, and Urban Studies 
 
Openly accessible at http://www.european-science.com                                                                   446 
 
Table 5. Studying factors influencing the sense of places in the Rastgar houses in Tabriz  
 
(Source: Researchers) 
 
Build
ing 
factors Architectural element Explanations 
plan facade Interior 
space 
ornaments materialspondFlower 
bed 
La
te p
ahl
avi
 er
a: R
ast
gar
 ho
use
 
Regular 
arrangement
- * - - - - - 
Windows arrangement and 
brick false arches on southern 
facade, regular arrangements of 
flower beds and interior spaces 
along the main axis 
harmony 
- * - * * - - 
windows and brick false arches 
on the southern facade, stairs at 
the center of the southern 
facade, equal division of spaces 
in the main axis of building, 
brickwork and windows, 
colored brickwork 
decorations 
- * * - * - - 
Ceiling brick interior 
decoration, spring house, 
covered with vaulted brick and 
colorful brick decorations, 
colored brickwork, brick arches 
with the curved lines of the 
windows, pond and flower bed 
Symmetrical 
structure 
- * - * * - - 
Windows and Symmetrical 
brick false arches on the south 
facades, stairs on center of the 
south facade of the building 
wall, pond at the center of the 
courtyard 
Appropriate 
vocabulary 
arrangement- * - * - - - 
Placement of the windows and 
brickwork, false arches 
surrounding the outer sides of 
windows 
Spiritual 
influence - - - - - - - 
 
Defection 
removal _ _ _ _ _ - - 
 
images 
                     
 interior space       southern facade          first floor plan           ground floor plan 
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Table 6. Studying factors influencing the sense of places in the Seghatoleslam houses in Tabriz  
 (Source: Researchers) 
 
Buildi
ng 
factors Architectural element Explanations 
plan facade Interior 
space 
ornaments materialspondFlower 
bed 
La
te p
ahl
avi
 er
a: S
egh
ato
les
lam
 ho
use
 
Regular 
arrangement
* * - * * - * 
Regular arrangement of false 
arches around windows, 
orderly arrangement of 
windows on the facade, 
regular arrangement of flower 
beds along the main axis 
harmony 
* * - * * - * 
Symmetrical windows and 
brick frames, central staircase 
and porch and stairs along the 
main axis of symmetry in the 
flower bed 
decorations 
- * * - * - * 
Framing , brick work above 
the windows with curved lines 
decorations, wooden columns 
next to the entrance stairs, 
place brickwork, roofing, 
underground coverings of 
springs arches 
Symmetrical 
structure - * - * * - * 
Symmetrical windows, brick 
framing, brickwork 
inscriptions 
Appropriate 
vocabulary 
arrangement- - - * * - - 
harmonious placement of 
windows, brick framing , 
beautiful brickwork above the 
windows 
Spiritual 
influence - - - - - - * - 
Defection 
removal 
- - - - - - * 
The use of natural elements 
such as trees, water, flowers, 
plants,etc. in the yard for the 
organization of space, there 
are some sounds that have 
been precisely replaced within 
architectural context. images 
                                                       facade                  first floor plan           ground floor plan  basement plan 
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Conclusion 
The overall conclusion for this study indicate that, architecture, is the crystallization of 
human perception and belief that is manifest in the construction of places of residence. Generally 
speaking, cultural and environmental characteristics of human perception influence architectural 
forms. Following time factor and due to the transformation of nature, new architectural forms are 
created. For example, in traditional houses that have a close relation with concepts such as security, 
convenience, privacy, memories, sense of belongingness, etc. one could see culture and customs and 
rituals, beliefs and presence of human. However, housing structure has changed by approaching the 
first Pahlavi era and urban development, housing structure led architecture to distance from 
traditional architecture. Porch, once being a panoramic place for courtyard, has lost its status. 
Openings with three-doors or five-doors that were the source of light passage into interior space of 
the room replaced for the least sources of light passage. Yard, as having a key role in space 
construction around which houses were built, is now built at a corner of the construction. In 
traditional houses, buildings have two major and minor components. However, this has changed 
over time, and stairs, once being less important, has now become more prominent in the direction of 
the main axis. Hierarchical analysis, introversion and transparency are all signs of the loss of the 
physical structure of the traditional houses in this period.  
Table 7. The results of the study and analysis of case studies 
 
 
buildingNishabouri House Laleyi House Rastegar House Seghatoleslam House 
Factors 
Regular arrangement 
Harmony 
Decoration 
Symmetrical structure
Appropriate vovabulary arrangement
Spiritual influence 
Defection removal 
Regular arrangement
Harmony 
Decoration 
Symmetrical structure 
Appropriate vocabulary arrangement
Spiritual influence 
Defection removal 
Regular arrangement 
Harmony 
Decoration 
Symmetrical structure 
Appropriate vocabulary arrangement
Spiritual influence 
Defection removal 
Regular arrangement 
Harmony 
Decoration 
Symmetrical structure 
Appropriate vocabulary arrangement
Spiritual influence 
Defection removal 
****- * * * ***- ** * **** - - * * * ** - * 
Results 
Brickwork, Variety 
in material colors, 
the existence of 
ponds and flower 
beds in a way that 
reflects nature in 
human life evoking a 
sense of 
belongingness 
A Pond at the center of 
court adds to the 
importance and 
centrality of water and 
the flower bed used 
around the main axis of 
courtyard reminds four 
garden proportions 
Porch, brickwork, 
symmetry with the 
utmost simplicity and 
human purity 
Creates an attachment to 
the past and creates 
a sense of belongingness 
to a specific 
Place 
Proportion between the 
volume and lines, brick 
facade and symmetry in 
plan and façade and 
observing balance are all 
reminiscent of traditional 
architecture. 
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Conducting this research, researchers re-read the architecture of Tabriz houses and by 
identifying some features and elements of forms of architecture in the first Pahlavi era, the effect of 
some parts and factors on the architectures of houses built during this period became more 
outstanding. However, Architecture in this era follows the ancient architecture for the organization 
of space. Furthermore, it kept its contact with ancient architecture by its homogeneity and 
coordination with the surrounding environment and use of simple bricks and decorations. The 
following table summarizes the results of the first Pahlavi era in Tabriz houses. 
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